
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Headship within the Noah Story – A Picture of Contrasts 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
The story of Noah and the global flood carries forward the promise of the seed.  Yet buried 
within the story are the seeds of family structure and the consequences of a father’s headship, 
a wife’s submission and a child’s honor of and obedience to the parent.  This is the element I 
desire to accent: headship and the significance of it being carried out properly.  To tire of such 
talk or to ignore and/or distain such a thing is to invite and bring ruin on you and your 
family.  The outcome of not celebrating headship within the home by the husband and respect 
and support by the wife will devastate you and your home. 
 
You and I must listen to the text.  This text speaks.  The Holy Spirit speaks and He is inviting 
you to either continue in your obedience or to repent of your sin of negligence or rebellion and 
start obeying God in these matters.    
 

Headship 
 
The story of Noah in comparison with Lot is compelling.  Noah led his family spiritually.  
Noah’s wife responded to his headship with respect and thus submission.  Noah’s children 
were both good and bad as it relates to his headship.  When Noah failed in his headship and 
dishonored the role by becoming drunk and lying uncovered in his tent,  Ham exploited and 
mocked his father’s headship whereas Japheth and Shem honored their father despite his 
failure.  Such an outcome enables us to see how children from the same home can have 
significantly different outcomes.  There is a valuable lesson embedded in this story concerning 
parenting.  Not all your children are necessarily going to follow the Lord.  This is seen with 
Adam and Eve and again here.  Although we as parents are never to relent, we must not think 
that simply because we do the right things with our kids they will all turn out the same way.  
Although Noah failed to function as head when he momentarily lost his sensibility through 
drunkenness, God the Father will never fail to function as head over all things created nor will His Son 
Jesus Christ fail to function as Head over His church. 
 

Choices Have Consequences 
 
Lot’s choices in life were sensual and material.  Such decisions on his part impacted his family 
significantly.  He did not exercise his headship properly.  His family was not God-centered.  
His wife was worldly and his son-in-laws mocked his leadership.  His two daughters were of 
the flesh and treated his headship with distain and abuse. 
 
Men, you and I, in our conduct as leaders, are and will have a significant impact on our 
families both now and eternally.  I cannot stress this enough.  I would like us to consider the 
two families and each husband/father’s headship and simply note how each family was 
shaped. 
 

 

 



 

 

2 

Noah’s Heritage 
 
Noah is introduced to the reader in Genesis 5.  Let us consider Noah.  Lamech was 182 year 
old when Noah was born.  Methuselah was Noah’s grandfather and was a contemporary with 
Adam for 243 years. Methuselah knew first hand the events of the Garden of Eden . . . creation, 
[rebellion, redemption and re-creation]. Lamech, the father of Noah, was 56 when Adam died 
and clearly understood the fall of man and the curse of God; cf. Genesis 5:29. Methuselah and 
Lamech heard Enoch preach and saw the example of his noble life . . . of Enoch it was said that “he 
walked with God” (Genesis 5:24). All of this must have made a deep impression on Noah. He 
is one of several brothers and sisters (Gen. 5:26, 30).  All of his family apart from his own wife 
and his three sons and their wives will perish in the flood.  This would strongly suggest that 
only Noah was a follower of God.  The pressure Noah faced from his immediate family had to 
be almost unbearable except for the grace of God.  We have to believe Noah had an extended 
family.  What of all his siblings, his parents, his aunts and uncles, his nephews and nieces?  
Where were they in all of this? 
 
Noah is raised up as one who stands in stark contrast to his surrounding world (Gen. 6:8, 9; 
7:1).  He is given explicit instructions as to what will happen and what he is to do in 
preparation for the great day of judgment (Gen. 6:13ff).  Noah obeyed God (Gen. 6:22).  I do 
not believe Noah was creative in constructing the ark.  I believe he stayed on task.  Had Noah 
not followed directions, all flesh would have perished.   
 

Mrs. Noah  
 
Noah led his family spiritually and then he led them onto the ark.  His wife and adult children 
submitted to his headship and followed his directions.  Working together was crucial for the 

survival of the whole.  Together the family endured the destruction of all living flesh on the 
earth.  Together they endured the dark nights and crunching cries of those who perished. 
 

Mrs. Noah is undoubtedly one of the most significant women in Bible history—yet we 
have no record of her name. She is merely referred to as Noah's wife the five times she 
is mentioned (6:18; 7:7, 13; 8:16, 18). What was she like? How did she live? What 
courage and determination she must have possessed to sustain her lonely position; to 
face the destruction of everything she knew. What spiritual strength would have been 
necessary to endure the hostility and ridicule? Nothing but sheer steel could have 
weathered the cries of those drowning. Great grace must have been granted for her to 
be shut in with seven others and many thousands of animals for more than a year. Only 
uncommon courage could face what she first viewed from the mountains of Ararat 
where the Ark lodged: the totally transformed world with its fossil reminders of death 
and destruction. She must have been one of the greatest women who ever lived. It 
matters not that her name wasn't recorded. She impacted the world's history for ever.  
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aig/aig-mrsnoah.html 
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Listen to the Proverbs concerning this matter. 
 

Prov. 12:4 An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, But she who shames him 
is like rottenness in his bones. 

Prov. 19:14 House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is 

from the LORD. 

Prov. 31:10 An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels. 
 
Note also the contrasting picture. 
 

Prov. 19:13 A foolish son is destruction to his father, And the contentions of a wife are a 

constant dripping. 

Prov. 21:9 It is better to live in a corner of a roof Than in a house shared with a 

contentious woman. 19 It is better to live in a desert land than with a contentious 

and vexing woman. 

Prov. 25:24 It is better to live in a corner of the roof Than in a house shared with a 

contentious woman. 

Prov. 27:15 A constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious 

woman are alike; 
 
Friend, I would not wish this woman/wife on any man or family.  Like Mrs. Noah, Lot’s wife 
is equally unknown by name.  The contrast between the two could not be more compelling.  
After the flood waters retreated, Noah led his family in blood sacrifice (Gen. 8:20).  The 
covenant God made with Noah was equally with his family and all living flesh.  His sons 
obeyed God and became fruitful (Gen. 9:1, 19; 10).  The narrative allows years to pass and then 
includes Noah’s failure to function as head by becoming drunk and lying naked within his 
tent.  Ham mocks his father’s ineptness and brings on him and his family a curse.  The cursing 
of Canaan speaks to Ham’s inability as a father and the incident only verifies what is true.  
Japheth and Shem honor their father’s headship even though their father does not, in that 
moment, deserve it.   
 

The Contrast between Lot and Noah 
 
Lot presents a picture of contrast to that of Noah.  Lot is the nephew of Abraham (Gen. 11:31).  
Abraham and Lot journeyed together until such a time where their enormous wealth made it 
impossible.  At that point Abraham allowed Lot to choose first and wherever he wanted.  Lot 
chose the well watered and Eden-like lands near Sodom.  The narrative include this editorial, 
“Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the LORD” (Gen. 
13:13).  The language echoes pre-flood conditions.  This is where Lot chose for this is where his 
heart’s treasures were stored (Matt. 6:19-21; 12:24).  In time God determines to destroy the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham knowing his nephew is there appeals to God and 
secures the saving of the city if ten righteous individuals are found (Gen. 18:22-33).  When the 
angels came to Sodom Lot was “sitting in the gate of Sodom” (Gen. 19:1).  This speaks to his 
place of prominence within the city.  Lot became part of the pervasive perversity.  When the 
angels forewarned Lot they said to him, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your 
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sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; for 
we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before the LORD 
that the LORD has sent us to destroy it: (Gen. 19:12, 13). 
 
This text would suggest Abraham was aware of at least ten members within Lot’s family.  Yet 
the text goes on to say when “Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were to marry 
his daughters, and said, ‘Up, get out of this place, for the LORD will destroy the city.’ But he 
appeared to his sons-in-law to be jesting” (Gen. 19:14).  Perhaps we can assume his sons had 
already left their home and thus Lot’s headship.  They were not even included in the 
discussion.  His sons-in-law consider him crazy.  They mocked and/or thought such thinking 
ridiculous.  The kinds of husbands sought by his daughters become evident in Genesis 19:30-
38.   
 
When judgment came Lot hesitated (Gen. 19:16) forcing the angels to seize his family with 
force and pull/drag them from immediate judgment.  Lot and his family show reluctance in 
leaving.  They had made the wicked environment of Sodom their home.  It was only because 
of the LORD’S compassion/mercy that Lot and his family was spared (the word “mercy” used 
only here and Isaiah 63:9; graphic imagery).  God withheld from Lot and his family what they 
justly deserved to receive.  Had the Lord not been merciful toward Lot, they would have 
perished in the judgment.  They were willing to linger to their destruction.  Their hearts were 
buried in the filth of Sodom.  They had become conformed to this world (Rom. 12:1, 2).   The 
heightened pitch of the event is accelerated by angelic plea, “Escape for your life! Do not look 
behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains, or you will be 
swept away” (Gen. 19:17). How can we miss the sense of urgency lacing the appeal.  Adam 
Clarke correctly comments, “thou art in the most imminent danger of perishing; thy life and 
thy soul are both at stake.  Look not behind thee-thou hast but barely time enough to escape 
from the judgment that is now descending; no lingering, or thou art lost!” (Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary on Genesis 19:17).  Yet again, Lot contests the directive.  O the ache of the vexed 
soul that yields to the dark fallen Adamic nature. 
 

Mrs. Lot 
 
This amalgamation of soul is tragically noted in the heart of Lot’s wife looking back with a 
lingering longing gaze to her “loss”.  Unlike Moses she chose “the treasures of Egypt” rather 
than the reproach of Christ (Heb. 11:26).  Like Demas she “loved this present world” (2 Tim. 
4:10), thus deserting Christ. 
 
Jesus uses Lot’s wife as an example of one who was divided and thus unprepared.   
 

Luke 17:31 “On that day, the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the 
house must not go down to take them out; and likewise the one who is in the field must 
not turn back. 32 ‘Remember Lot's wife’. 33 Whoever seeks to keep his life will lose 

it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.” 
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She looked back because her heart was still in Sodom.  Who she was became plain in her 
becoming a pillar of salt (Gen. 19:26).  If you are split in your passions and loyalties, your loss 
shall be considerable in the great and terrible Day of Judgment.   
 
Likewise, Lot like Noah becomes incompetent in the exercising of headship by becoming 
drunk (Prov. 31:4-6).  It is for this reason leadership is to be guarded in the use of intoxicating 
beverage.  Drunkenness robs leadership of competency.  It dulls the ability to lead.  His 
daughters commit incest with their father and he became the father of his own grandchildren 
(Gen. 19:30-38).   
 
Lot was a believer and his failure is apparent.  Note how Peter describes Lot in his second 
Letter. 
 

7 “and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled 
men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt 
his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord 
knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment for the day of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:7-9). 

 
The word “oppressed” speaks of one who is exhausted with labor.  Lot is described as one 
who was continually, habitually beaten down by the wickedness around him.  His soul was 
“tested like metal”.  He resided in Sodom and his residency punished him daily.  “There’s an 
old story about a man who tried to save the city of Sodom from destruction by warning the 
citizens. But the people ignored him. One day someone asked, ‘Why bother everyone? You 
can’t change them.’ ‘Maybe I can’t,’ the man replied, ‘but I still shout and scream to prevent 
them from changing me!’  The man who cannot be angry at evil lacks enthusiasm for good.” 
[emphasis added] http://www.preceptaustin.org/genesis_devotionals.htm#ODB 

 
I would offer you this idea: Lot is described as a righteous man who was unable to lead his 
wife and children in the path of faith.  They mocked him.  His wife did not submit to his 
headship.  She did not respect him.  Neither did his children.  Peter describes Lot as a 
righteous man whose soul was tormented by the loss of his family and the wickedness of his 
community.  Despite all of this, Lot refused to leave Sodom.  Each of us is called on to make 
choices and all our choices have consequences.  Some of those consequences are visibly 
insignificant while others are eternally monumental and potentially catastrophic.   
 

Our Choices 
 
Friend, at some point your circumstances will demand of you courage, determination, and 
faith.  As a man/husband/father you will be called on to lead your circle of influence; will 
you?  As a woman/wife/mother you will be called on to respect those in positions of 
headship, and if necessary, lead your circle of influence; will you?   
 
For us to somehow dismiss this narrative as non-consequential is to invite disaster.  I might be 

wrong at some point in some of this, but not on the larger idea.  You are fighting for your 

soul and that of those within your circle of influence.  Noah was a man of determination.  
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He did not quit despite the odds against him and the seemingly impossibility of what was 
asked of him.  God told Noah to build an ark - 540’L x 90’W x 54’H. The ark had to be built to 
God’s specific details without power tools and precut, treated lumber. Noah was given a 
pattern and he obeyed – plain and simple.  Moses and David were given patterns and they 
obeyed.  Today we are given patterns for the family, for the church and what is our response?  
Noah openly shared his faith in God and visually showed his faith by his obedience (2 Pet. 
2:5). 
 
During this time Noah was mocked, ridiculed, called crazy and insane, etc (it had never 
rained).  For over 100 years Noah labored, not quitting, not getting discouraged and only 8 
people were saved.  Do not give up, do not surrender, and do not throw in the towel.  You 
must resolve to fight, fight, and fight for those within your circle of influence. 
 

15 “Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous; Do not 

destroy his resting place; 16 For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again, 
But the wicked stumble in time of calamity” (Prov. 24:15, 16). 

 
O may God use this text to awaken within us a passion for Him.  May the Holy Spirit quicken 
our energy and affection to be completely and fully absorbed by Him. 
 

The Invitation  
 
Perhaps today you find yourself failing.  Failing not because your kids do not listen and your 
spouse does not respond to their responsibilities, but failing because you do not function 
properly as a spouse or parent or man or woman.  You fail because you are conformed to this 
world, you fail because you love this present age, and you fail because you give little regard 
for Christ and His Church.  Stop vexing your soul and start seeking God.  I call out with voice 
up lifted and invite you to consider how Christ is of greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.  
For the sake of your soul and those within your circle of influence leave behind this world and 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that you might continue to show what the 
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect (Rom. 12:2). 
 
 
 
 


